
pdp juniors with the woodcraft folk

3 Nights Under the Stars
A summer camping trip for the PDP Juniors!

August 2nd - 5th 2008

PILMENY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
Scottish Charity No. SC002549

PDP aims to support local residents and groups, at a variety 
of stages in their life.  In terms of young people, PDP runs 
two groups which aim to offer a range of activities and 
experiences for all members, with the aim of developing their 
skills and confidence.
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W e were first 
offered the 
opportunity to 

camp with the Woodcraft 
Folk at the start of the 
year.  One of the workers 
at the PDP Junior Club - 
Sara -combines her job 
with us with running the 
Edinburgh Powerpod, a 
Woodcraft Folk-funded 
project about renewable 
energy.  She told me that 
the Woodcraft Folk were 
looking out for youth 
groups like ours to spend 
some time with them at 
their annual camp.  This 
sounded like an exciting 
proposition, so she set off 
to discover some more about the idea.  �
�
Once it was confirmed that we were warmly 
invited, we had to investigate funding sources.  
The cost of food, equipment, transport and 
staffing was likely to prove prohibitive to the 
Pilmeny Development Project and the parents of 
our club members.  However, Sara saved the day 
once more by successfully gaining a grant from 
Scotmid that covered much of our costs.�
�
The next thing to do was to contact the parents 
and seek willing campers!  Responses were 
instant, with the parents of 16 PDP Junior Club 
members quickly signing their children up for the 
trip.

I then met up with the Woodcraft Folk camp 
organisers, and we all set off together to 
investigate the farmer's field where we would be 
camping in  two months' time.  They discussed 

with me their camping 
ethos and routines.  They 
are a lovely bunch and 
were looking forward to 
meeting up with our youth 
club.�
�
Sara and I scribed 
itinerary lists, investigated 
budget camping shops 
and devised camp rules 
before running these past 
the parents in a special 
parents' evening.  Many 
kids were facing not only 
their first nights away 
from home, but their first 
nights away from their 
mobile phone too!�
�

The camp itself acted as the finale to a superb 
summer programme of activities that the PDP 
Youth Clubs were involved in, and what a finale it 
was!  We all had a splendid time, even if the 
weather tried a little to spoil things on one of our 
three nights away.  The club members enjoyed 
the pleasures of tent erecting, communal living, 
kitchen duties, nature and hill walks, bow and 
arrow making, drumming, singing, dancing and 
much, much more!

The camp organisers loved meeting the kids from 
PDP, and each of our members had a terrific time 
in return.

Here at the Pilmeny Development Project we'd 
like to give our heartfelt thanks to all of those who 
made the trip such a success, and we hope that 
this brochure goes some way to transmitting how 
much of a good time we all had!

Colin Webster,
Youth Work Co-ordinator, Pilmeny Development Project

How it all came about
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The Comrie Diaries
Day one - Saturday

12:00 - arrival

13:00 - erect tents

15:00 - opening circle/welcome

18:00 - dinner

21:00 - fireside songs

Day two - Sunday

09:00 - breakfast

10:00 - get together/quick game
11:30 - short walk

13:00 - lunch

15:00 - crafts

18:00 - dinner

21:00 - fireside songs

Day three - Monday

09:00 - breakfast

10:00 - get together/quick game

11:30 - long walk

13:00 - lunch

15:00 - return from walk

18:00 - dinner

21:00 - talent show

Day four - Tuesday

09:00 - breakfast

10:00 - goodbye to Pilmeny kids

11:00 - game for all

13:00 - lunch

14:00 - onto the bus

15:45 - back home in Leith!

every day had plenty of free time for the kids to explore the campsite and play their own games


